Kazakhstan enjoys one of the most liberal legislations in CIS in the sphere of freedom of belief. However, it created circumstances when activity of some totalitarian religious sects presents threat to the principles of tolerance and inter-confessional accord between followers of different congregations in Kazakhstan.

In view of this, a group of members of the Kazakhstan’s Parliament, reacting to requests of their voters, initiated a package of amendments to the current legislation on belief and religious associations. The amendments are targeting three goals:
1) Protection of human rights in implementing his or her freedom of belief.

2) Adjustment of religious associations’ activity.

3) Brining this activity in conformity with the civil law.

The draft law was negotiated with the OSCE/ODIHR since this May. During this period, the parties exchanged twice their comments and explanations on every clause of the draft law and also held two rounds of consultations.
As per request of the ODIHR experts, during the last meeting on the 25th of November, they were provided by the latest version of the draft which got consensus of both chambers of the Kazakhstan Parliament. In view of this the parties agreed to make public an appropriate evaluation review.
It should be noted that 16 restrictive amendments were withdrawn on the ground of the ODHR recommendations: on distribution and publication of texts and images; on holding public events that offend religious feelings of citizens in public places; on missionaries’ quotas; on accounting finances; on providing financial information; ban on receiving donations from anonymous and foreign citizens and organizations; on written parental consent, etc. In its turn, the Office removed 3 critical remarks as a result of consultations.
Analysis of international practice shows that the suggested clauses are democratic and liberal even in comparison with the same in European countries, where hard requirements towards religious practices were introduced and enacted long time ago (France, Germany, Belgium, Greece, Austria, etc.). However, only positive foreign experience was taken while elaborating the draft law in Kazakhstan.
Noteworthy, that recently some states in the US increases pressure on various religious communities (Mormons), fearing their growing political activity. As a result, the authorities have to introduce special legal instruments, which are considered by several experts as religious persecution and violation of freedom of religion in the USA.
The latest resonance excesses on religious ground shook democratic societies in the heart of Europe, which was believed to have mature mechanisms of self-regulation of these processes. They vividly demonstrated the danger of underestimation of inter-ethnic, confessional and multicultural factors.
Taking note that more than 130 ethnic groups and representatives of more than 40 confessions live in Kazakhstan, we followed a classical principle of democracy: the will of majority while securing the interests of minority. 
